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Sources: Ministry of Agriculture; Ministry of Environment - 2006
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Amazon Biome 420 M ha

Crops 77 M ha

Pastures 173 M ha

Planted Forests 6 M ha

Brazil 851 M ha

Brazil’s continental dimensions gather different bi omes (*), protected by national legistation.

Agriculture and livestock areas make up around 30% of Brazil’s territory, mainly concentrated 

in the southern and central regions of the country.     

(*) any of several major life zones of interrelated  plants and animals determined by the climate.



Sources: USDA,  Ministry of Agriculture

Exports
US$ Billion

Sugar 1st 1st 124 8.378

Coffee 1st 1st 81 3.762

Orange Juice 1st 1st 75 1.619

Soybean 2nd 2nd 46 11.413

Beef 2nd 1st 142 4.118

Tobacco 2nd 1st 100 2.992

Ethanol 2nd 1st 48 1.338

Broiler 3rd 1st 146 5.307

Corn 4th 3rd 49 1.259

Pork 4th 4th 81 1.225

Main Products Production Exports
Number of 

Markets
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Brazil plays a leading role as a global supplier of  agribusiness products, exporting for more than 

180 markets. 
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Brazil exports a great deal of agricultural product s, including traditional goods, as coffee and 

sugar, besides recently introduced ones, such as co rn and ethanol.     

Source: Ministry of Development, Industry and Exter nal Commerce. 2009 

Elaboration: Ministry of Agriculture
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Brazil diversified product portfolio enabled strate gic partnerships around the world. 

Besides food security, Brazilian agribusiness has r ecently been seen as an opportunity for 

foreign  investment.   

EU 27
29,3%

CHINA
13,8%USA

7,0%
RUSSIA

4,3%

SOUTH 
KOREA

2,0%

SAUDIT 
ARABIA

2,3%

VENEZUELA
2,4%

JAPAN
2,8%

HONG KONG
2,6%

INDIA
2,8%

OTHERS
30,6%

Source: Ministry of Development, Industry and Exter nal Commerce. 2009 

Elaboration: Ministry of Agriculture



Sources: Ministry of Agriculture, Brazilian Institu te of Geography and Statistics - 2009
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Internal Consumption Exports

Roughly 70% of the Brazilian agricultural productio n aims the national market. Domestic 

demand ensures critical mass for market predictabil ity, which enables expansion planning.   

Elaboration: Ministry of Agriculture



Source: Agriculture and Livestock National Confeder ation – June 2009
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Brazilian agricultural production has been reaching  succeessive records in gross value.  

Worldwide leading products such as beef, soybean, s ugar, broiler and coffee account for  the 

majority of the production value.   



Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Brazilian Institut ion of Geography and Statistics  (pastures – 2006)
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Most of recent expansion 

in agricultural area is on 

pasture land

Pasture land occupies nearly 70% of the total area dedicated to agricultural production.
Pasture productivity is still low – 1 head per hecta re. Improvements in cattle raising enables 
agriculture growth over these areas. 



Harvesting soybean

Harvesting cotton

Corn field

Soybean field

GRAINS
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Harvested Area
Growth: 25% = 1.2% / year

Production 

Growth: 154% =  5.0% / year

Source: National Company of Food Supply 
*Estimate

Grains production increase over the last 20 years h as been a result of high levels of 

productivity. Grains volume has increased  2.5 fold  in the period, while the harvested area has 

grown less than 30%. Productivity in the area, ther efore doubled. 



Product
Area 

(1,000 ha)
% Grain 

Crop Areas
1,000 Tons

Soybean 21,743 42% 57,166

Corn 14,171 38% 51,004

Beans 4,147 3% 3,491

Rice 2,909 9% 12,603

Wheat 2,396 4% 5,884

Cotton 843 1,891
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Source: National Company of Food Supply - 2009

Grains crops increasing productivity allows supply of domestic market while Brazil stands out 

as a big exporter of soybean, corn and cotton. 



Harvesting 
soybean

Sowing corn
(2nd harvest)

Scale, mechanization 
Two crops in the same year without irrigation

No tillage 
(environmentally friendly)

DOUBLE CROPPING
CORN AFTER SOYBEAN



MEAT 



Sources: ABIEC, ABEF, UBA, ABIPECS                              
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The combined expansion of the meat production and i ndustrialization in Brazil leveraged  the 
country to the #1 position in exports worldwide, wh ile keeping up with the domestic market, 
which presents a high and growing per capita consumption (more than 80kg/inhabitant/year). 

Elaboration: Ministry of Agriculture



SUGARCANE 
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SUGAR
Growth 2002-2009: 93.2%  (8.6% p.y.)

ETHANOL
Growth 2002-2009: 142.4% (11.7% p.y.)

Sources: Ministry of Agriculture, National Company of Food Supply 

Harvested Area
Growth 2002-2009: 44.5% (5.4% p.y.)

Sugarcane can be transformed in sugar and ethanol, besides other sub-products, such as fertilizer 
and electricity (from bagasse). In Brazil, producti on of food, fuel and energy can increase 
substantially, co-existing with all other food crop s and environment preservation.
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Source: Ministry of Energy and Mining - 2009

Almost half of the sources of the Brazilian energy matrix are renewable, sugarcane being the 
second most important one.

Oil and Oil 
Products; 37,8%

Sugar Cane; 
18,1%

Biomass; 
13,9%Hydraulic and 

Electricity; 
15,3%

Natural gas; 
8,7%

Coal ; 4,8%

Uraniun; 1,4%

Biomass; 11,2%

Coal; 24,1%

Natural gas; 
20,9%

Hydraulic and 
Electricity; 2,1%

Oil and Oil 
Products; 35,3%

Uraniun; 6,4%

WORLD ENERGY MIX

Share of renewable energy in the total primary ener gy: 47%

Elaboration: Ministry of Agriculture



COFFEE
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Production

Sources: USDA , Embrapa and National Food Supply Co mpany (as of 1996)

Area

Brazil is the world's leading exporter of coffee. O ver the last 20 years, investments on 
technology have grown production in 26%, while area  has decreased in 38%.  

Elaboration: Ministry of Agriculture



MILK




������	���
�	�
������	���
�	�

Sources: Milk National Forum – National Confederatio n of Agriculture and Livestock
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The increasing milk production in Brazil made the c ountry self-sufficient and exporter of dairy 
products.



FRUITS



Source: IBRAF - 2009
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Brazilian climate diversity allows the production o f several types of fruits in distinctive regions 
of the country. It is also possible to produce in d ifferent seasons of the year. 

Elaboration: Ministry of Agriculture
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* Includes eucalyptus and Pines

•Introduction of exotic species

•Adequate climate and soil  

•Development of local technology

•More than 6 million hectares with planted 
forests 

•Big exporter of wood, wood products and 
celulosis

•World Biggest exporter of  hardwood pulp

(M
ill

io
n 

ha
)

Wood and paper industries are based on planted fore sts in Brazil.

Elaboration: Ministry of Agriculture
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� Strong, thriving economy  & institutional framework;

� Leadership in tropical technology;

� Abundance of natural resources (land, water, solar energy);

� Farming vocation combined with business entrepreneurship. 
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Source: Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development
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OECD shows that Brazilian governmental subsidies to  farmers is one of the smallests vis-a-vis 
other countries. Brazil’s competitiveness in the in ternational arena is due to a combination of 
the country’s natural resources, investments on R&D  and  private entrepreneurship initiatives.
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� Direct Investment on Projects  (Transportation, Sto rage, Harbourage)

Production

InfrastructureFood 
Processing

Distribution Logistics

Machinery and 
Equipments
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� Capital Markets ( Stocks, Investment Funds )

� Contract Farming ( payment in products )

� Partnerships and Joint Ventures

FOREIGN  INVESTMENT  IN AGRIBUSINESS



Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply
Department of Agribusiness International Promotion 

Esplanada dos Ministérios, Bloco D, 3º Andar, sala 3 38 

70043-900  - Brasília - DF, BRAZIL

Phone: +55 (61) 3218-2425

E-mail: eduardo.sampaio@agricultura.gov.br

www.agricultura.gov.br


